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YATLING STREEI ayppenrs quarterly; more or lesz, foxr the frlends of
Bob Lickimen (6137 South Croft Aveuve, Los Angeles 56, California)
and for the Spectator Amateur Press Soeiety. This iz #14, for the
61lst 3AP3 mailing, October 1962, =nd {i’s Silverdrum Pubiication
#59. The {wo covers were pubt ot masier by Arthur Thomson several
vears agze and it’s about time 1 goiu off my =83 and ren them ofZ,
Interior illusirations are all by William Rotsler st this writing.
Your comments are veleoms, especially if you're nod a SAPS meuwber,
and es we keep no parmanent mailing list will insure your receiving
#15, 12 ané vwhen,

IRV, formerly Speedy Jack
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i didn't go to the Chiecn I1I, T bought = caxr Zvstead., Tn
fact, I bought two cars. Let me tell you asboui® 1%,

This summer’s plans began with the ides of working fuli--tims
all summer for Desipgn Guild MPg, Inec. (2 manciacturer of expensive
custom decorator leapsg write me for a catalogue and nrice 1ist,; if
you're interested in lamps in the $50-200 field) apd 1sing the
proceeds for living in an apariment of my own the couming semestexr.

I launched into full-time work end immedintely got snowed wader by

a geries of dabts, There was ths UCLA fee to pay and ithen along
came o bill for my socialized medicine plar, By the time I Pinished
working these off; it apreared impessible to gel en apartment for
any length of time.

So, I decided to got a car aad atitend the Chicago convention.
Ine thing led tc another and in the early part of Angust I finally
achiaved the first part of my goal, I purchased a 1750 Chevrolet
2-doer gadan from a Pfriend of my younger brodher, for $100, I%
weg nicely finished in copper and ren pretiy woil, except that it
burued oil like o scv of a gun, A quart every two cxr threce days
woa aboni the wey it burned the gouff. A zing job would have cured




it; of course, but I dida's feel T conld swivg the 540 or =o ii
would {abg, especially efter I hed fio ged & $30 brelre relining
after having the rar g week and a half. [ still had pleans %Yo make
it to the coavention on & shoe~string, and wes cedging eaboub until
the third week of August urtil I gave up on the idea,

Besides, by then I had gotten good end sick of pleyizg around
with the stick shift on the Chevy and was going oul to look for somaw
thing better. 1 ended vwp buying a 1955 Oldsmobile 92 Holiday coups,
r. blue tomb that has everything autoustic from windowa tc¢ sntenoa
(yes, push o button and the radio sntennas raises or lowers!)., T got
$100 ¢rade~in on ny former Chevy for this car--far more than idwes
really worthe-~aad drew $450 cut of my savings accound to take caze
of ths rest.

S0 aow I had a oar, all righty; but the ides of staying in
Log Angelea over tha Labor Day weelend wss inbtolerable:. It developed
that Dov Fiteh wes going to take & week's vecation end would leave
bis Vawxhell at ry place because it cozt comsiderably to park out
et the sirport, whiech is a few miles away from €137 Sogith Croft
here i Los Angeles, I could use it. he said, if I wanted to,
and with “his in mind I srrasnged with Noocey A. Bratumen to shaxe
expenses on o drive tc the Bay sxea for the Nenvenition, being
held this year at Ed & Jessic Clinton's place im Les Alte;, adout
35 miles south of San Frencigco on the peninsula. The Vouxhell
gete woughly 24 times the gas mileage the 0lds manages, ao our
recson for weubing to take it wes chvious.

Ve took off on Friday, the 31lst of August, from my plaeca.
Alex having driven up from Long Beeeh in his Studabaker, which wa
loft hereo I Jrove the firsl leg of the trip, alomg the torturous
Highwey 101 alvernate through Malibu and over the cosstel bhills
into Cxnard and thence to Ventura, Above Malibu and hefore Oxnard
is some of the mcst Prightening road of the wheole trip. The
pavoment is not very well maintained ond {there are lods of sudden
turns. To top this all off, this section is right over the assax,
naybe 50 oz more Teet up,

When we got into Sanis Darbara, I pointed ovt te Alex thal
$he town waz well-imewn (%0 me, shabeba) for being full of ex~
coptionally pretby girzls. Yven though it was but helf an hour sawsy
Prom midnigks, zs I drove up Stete in search of a ressorably priced
agns sbation slex was happily ncldding his head in agisenent. Vhile
in towm, I dvopped v esall o Robert Henry-Jeal, a
friend of indy Meir’s whom I medt anx became fairly well acquaintod
with lest yes» wher I gpent five days n Sanlz Barbera on my way
to Berkeley, lle was glad to liear {ror me, but owing %o the hour
we were unabie to crrange o visite

Teking off a2gnin, Noocey took the wheel and kepb it nutil
cur next gtop, which was the Hunter's Ton in Sante Maria, where we
experinented on Yheir weird cuisine and hed linguise (e variety of
Poritugese soussge) sandwichee  Teev weren't bad.

in raso Robles we had to stoyp for gas agein gince ths tank
was gebtting pretly obviously low. Ve had a Swo-gallon resexve sunply
shored awey in the trunk, but we didn't went to risk it, afier this
st2n, 1 *toox the wheel again snd drove onward o some snall hown
pegc any City wheas rame I don’t recall, Alex conveniently fell
asleep aloug mesh of that long sivetch om two-lane rond helow avd
ahove Tiap Oity. This waz the place vheve Jebn Chompion wag killed




in July and I kept trying o kesp this from occupyiug wmy conscicus
mind while I was goiag through that section. Afver this stop for
a snatzk and coffee in that unrecalled village, my memory grows a
bit hazy. I'm not surec whether or not Alex tuok the wheel again
but maybe he did along a smail stretek. Auywwsy, I know that past
Salinasl took it all the wey, through Gilroy and Ssn Jose and up
the Bayshore Preewey along tho peninsulsa.

The Nonvention was being held in Los Allos, we had beem tcld,
whick was along the San Antonio licad turnoff, sc I took the turuoff
and sterted heading along the avenue, looking for Edith; which wus
+he street on whieh the Clintona were supposed to live, Stopping in
a gas station for infermation and some Puzl; we finally menaged to
locate the Nonvention, However, we were suvrprised to find nc one
at all there!

There wore signs all over the place praclaiming the party,
but not a soul or a2 car was to be seen, There wos a tent rigged u
on their side lawn, but all %hat inhabilted it, we discovered, was a
rother eupty esloeping bagy, TIrying the door, we found it locked,
end 80 we started ringing the bell; knockirg, and generally crost-
ing all sorts of leud disturbehee in an attempt to rouse somsone
wvho could tell us where the Nenveation had disappeared toc.

We kept this up for mayve ten minuites with no resultsi then
we took off in the direction of Palo Altes The next neesrest fans
vere tha Rolfes, Joe and Pelice, and though it was only around seven
in the morning we felt duty-bound to wake them up and ask avout the
Nonvention. Knocking on their doer at 1360 Hnerson, we first
monaged to arouse Joe, who glared oul at us sleepily and seemed
confused zbout our questions about the whareabouts cf the 'con,
Felice came up behind him and blidsd ouvt et us, She $0ld us that
everyone had left last mnight despite some earliexr plans to sztay
ovar, Bul they'd Le baclk again later on, she said., Ve were in-
vited is for Breakfast but we demured, choosing instend 4o go on
Yo Berkeley.

fnto the Ireewsy agaln and up towards The City. Howewver,
just a fov Zcot away from the Grand Avenue turuoff far South San
¥rancisco; the fan beld snapped and threw off the hose connecting
the radiator with the rest of the engine, and much steam and smoke
began issuicg Isrth froem beneath “he hood, There wes 8lso o cone
siderabls lozs of power; and it was with great difficulty that we
managed to get up the slight grade to the turnoff., W3 coasted
down the turpeif into & parking lot, swrveyed the problem; then
decided to drive over to the first gas station to wry te get it
repaired. The car steamed all the way snd we had to rum two
stop signs in order mnot to complicete matters. Fortunately, it was
just before eight, and there wos little or no treffic.

Nothring was open yet, so we had brealkfast in a ilititle xo-
staurant across the street. After that; we went up itc tihe viliage
Pontiac dealer, who was supposed tc carry Vauxhall parts, the caxr
being a British General Mctors product. He wasn't open vet, and
& clearing mau in the ghowroon sheuted out tv us that the gerage
wouldn't bg open indey, anyway. Ve waliked back dowa %o the mein
drag to wait for an autoe parts store to open. In the mantims,
the staiion had cpened;, Hut the sitendant dida’t bave the fan~
telt we needed end showed 1livile uvr no interest in us at all.

Ya swent cver wo the next station, hal? a block awny,snd got
& somewhay beltor recs piien. The aitsadant vas only too heppy to




halp ua, He didn®$ have tho right fan helt, but eventually dthe paris
outlel opened, and did have i%, and soon we wers or our way again,
coubiously watehing the temperature guuge until i+ coole? dovm again
from its werkout.

San Francisco loomed ahead of ug and *tihen, with the crossing
of the city~connty line, suddenly we were thore, There was the
Cow Palace off to the left and Cendlestick Park in the immediate
distance on the right, Hilla lined with houses rose up befors us,
along aither side ¢f the freewsay; ond the old, faailar strects -
Lsxmy Sbreet; Mission, and Broadway -~- appeared on the off-xramp
warning signs, However, our deatination was not San Francisco,
it was Zerkeley, and 2o we took the Bay Bridge rump und soon Pound
ourgsalves over a very foggy bay. This wes my first experience at
driving across ‘bthe bridge and T was quite thrilled et the whols
bit despite being sleepy as all get out.

Yo reached Lerkeley at arcund S o'slock and want directiy
up Tniversity to Grove %o txy to find Fitck. However, he didpit
answer the decr (didn't hear us; though he was there) Bo we weni
becl: down University to mee if the Knighis and Calvin Demmoa were
hceme They were, but were maleep ocut of thoir mind -~ though Calwin
heerd tho 1ittles piecoe of wocd thet Llex obligingly carrommed off
the bedroon wincow far {oo many times and conmented cn this laderxr,
We then went over to Donahels. not kwowing that he'd gone off to
the Chicon. His mother, a very swoel lady, canswered the door and
Deuiercnomy, more orange and huge than over, came oub at us,

I acooped him up znd asked for Bill. VWhen it developed that he
wesn't there, we belked for & while and then leRt for the Nelsouns,
Surely we vould f£ind them homa, I thoughl, and so of course we did,

Walher T. answered the doox and recogiitised me. I asird bhim
if either Rey or Kirstea were up. Esy was up. bhe said; fine, I
veplied, Will ycu ©gll him we'xre here, quielly, so you don't wake
Kirsten? Sure, Wallter T. smiled; and thea turned towards the
gsteps and hollered “Eob
e ~ Lichtman is herei" seversl
e WAL Yimes at the top of his
= NST GETZ/NG lungs, Good grief, I
7 » SOMEPIACE (W7 thought, crirnginy mentally.
- HER AND TRE Ray ceme down and met us,
. . inviting us in. Vo set down
?hawv €?$ﬁ5—4”° to telk; Rey telliing us about
P how be was probably going Yo
; : have a story in F&SY real
B DR et 105 ¢ scon nov and all that. And
i from here my memexry starts
to lose track of oxder; and
e T shan't gttompt to keep
PR things straight nor present
PR everything,

2 ' % Afber & while Ray, W.T.,
| | Alex and I took off in the

i ! Y:Q\ car for Breen's place agsain,
f“ﬁ:::t@:) hoping ‘that Fitch would be
J e tp. He wvas and s told him

ail aboud vket had happemed;
sud Ray satl around reading
"P : \ acme »f Walieris colleciion
of little mags, snd like Eant,




I wanted to go dowa and see Jderry, Miri spd Calvin, though, and
Alex was getiing hungry egain, so 22ter celling up at 947 to see if
people were up (Miri was and told me all about the dream I'd interw
rupted her Pfrom) we tock off in that direction.

Jerry bad been called off on an overtime assignment for IBM,
bui Miri and Calvin were there. All sorts of cramy things went on,
which sound ereazier as follows when not rounded out by less inter-
esting continuity. At onme point Miri showed Ray a dresgs ghe had
found the previous evening in San Francigeo (along with a bunch of
Xues tree ornaments, a sweater, and 2 bunch of whisky and bourbon
pdvertisments; bot all that is cnother astory) ard said that it miglt
fit him., "Goody," clapped Iay, "I°1l go try it on." “Jeezy-poezy.”
went Calvin, sort of waving his hands in the air. I threw in a
"Good griefl” or two and sat Cown to wait i% cut, Ray had gons up
to the bathroom on the first level abowve the ground floor to try
it on, end when we heard him coming down again hoth Calvin end I
turned our backs and walked vowards the door, opening it aud looking
out, being disgusted. However, Rey had found that it was too tight
around the waist avd wasn't wearing it after ell., Meanwhile, Miri
and Alex were in the kitchen. Alex was doing sddition snd sub-
traction to help Miri balance her checkbook which had somehow gotien
g dollar or so off the beam. Everything checked out from Miriig
entries in the book, but gtill the vrror remained, Ray and Calwvin
starved playing pilano. After a while I siarted petting hungry oo,
so eventually we took Ray and Walter T, home and went cver to the
Casa del Rancho in Albany. Thie is the fancy cheap restaurang
that Donaho mentioned ir OMNPA mearly a year age, and is good. If
you lilke well-spiced lMexican food, that is...

After dinner I toolk Don ead Alex back to Grove Street and
went off to see if the Ellingtons were home. They weremn®t, but
Bill Rickhardtend Marlene were in the Lack yerd. Marlens wes sowe
ing up the seens sn the seal cover of the new Riokhardt car, vhich
is vhe former Jim Caughran PFiet. (Jim sold it to Bill when he
left for the convention and sraduate school.) I telked with these
rice people for a vhile and then hecded back to Grove to sass vhet
wod going on, and mzinly find out whan wo were geoing down to the
Nonvention araing

Don waa there fixing Jdirner and Noocey was in the next woecnm
fast acleep. 1%'d been roexly 36 bours myself without sleep by that
timo and ms feeling a bit exapred out, but not enough to want to
fall over on my face. In the middle of prepering the spaghetti
acuce; the phone rang. It was Miri. She wanted us all to come ont
to dinuer with them. Don invited them all up to Grove for diuner
there. Miri wanted us to go out and eat., VWe wantbtzd 4o o2at at
home. Finally we ended up going to Bremmen's, 2 hoffhrau sort of
establiaskment on the Berkeley waterfroant where the Little Men meet
after meetings up at Sterk’s. Then it was oi'f o the Norwvention,
Fitch driving his ovn car for a change, partially because I @idn't
vant to and partially because I was afreid I'd fell eslecp ot the
vheel., I was really feeling dowmn end out by then.

But when we got to the Neavention and I found =211 socris of
interesting people thore; it wag as if I'd just come oud of o
brisk shower and all, for I Pfelt pretty wide swake egain., The
Clintens were there (and epologized for nob woking up that morning
ag though it were capital), as well as the Bugerses, Bavry Miller
zné a Zxiend of his whose name I dex'd recall, Blaer Perdus (guv-
priga %0 us!}, and lobts of cthers. But my werory ig Toeulty and 1




hed better just add the presemsz ¢f three Ellinpton people and
leave i% at that,

There was & lot of drinking going on, to whick I added about
half a quart of wine (not my normal load, but I wasg tired after all).
and some futzing about with a tape~recorder, resu’is of which wore
supposed to be sent to LASFS, but overall I was none too enthused ab
the acene; found nothing better left to do but drink myself? under
the teble (hi, Calvimn!), and g9 suggested to Fitch thot going inte
Sapn Freucisco might be a hetter scene for that ewening. He agreed
and so we left around 1) towards The City.

Arriving there, we soon Pound ourselwves in s traffic jam
on Granit Avenue through Chinatown which cidn’t ebate at all, so
we bturned off ontc Columbus eventually aund started locking Lfor a
perking place near the City Liphts bookghop, located at Columbus
and Broadwvay. We didr®t find e place uniil we got wp to Wasghing-
ton Sguvers; & good many blocks furihsr along Columbus, and hed to
walk back. It wes a cool eveaing, aad misty, sco I was woaring a
sweater ir addition to my coré jucketo

However, the City Lighig ig well worth any such walk tlhrough
any degrse of extreme cold; ard goon we found ourselves browsing
through stacks of mperback boolks and kagazines in seerch of the
gtuff wg wacted. T cnded up with a whole clump of Birth Press
publiicaviong, including the notable "Sex & VWer," as well as such
delightful Ferlinghetti 4reatise poems I'd failsd to get before
as "3000 TFearful Words for Fidel Castro” sad "Tentative Descripiion
¢f o Dinner Given ‘o Promote tihe Impeacliment of President Eisen-
howexr! «~ and others of equal interast 4o me., Sathering wp our
purchases in a paper bag, we headed dovm Columbusg vo zee the
gighte for a few blocks, but il was gattiaug very, very late by
then 30 we walked back to the Squure and took off for Berkeley,
upon errival at which I sacked cut immedistely and didn‘t wake up
antil around noon +the Xollowing day.

¥hich was Sunday. I spent the alternoon at the REliingions,
o thoroughly enjoyable place to shoot biie breeze, ard when Norm
Metealf dropped over I ook him down to the Nonvantion., (Fitch
kad gone over to the City to buve dimner at the Dickensheots.)
There weren'i o8 many people there az the previous evering, but
generally I enjored mysel? more. Ve played Botticelli {or “"who-
am-J-n0%?") for e while, This is the geme¢ where the person who is
It cheomes & fomouns persnn arnd says o the other participants
that he is a famous {give initial of last nceme of porsom here).
The others can pose questions whose angwers alse begin with that
initial and if they cen gtump 2or person whols It they pet to naix
a free question, vo he ansgwered yes or no., To give an cxample of
this, I said "T sam a well=lmown "M'" gt oxe point. Dick Ellingion
dide 't Jmow I was the It persoa end sc asked n gquestion whose moswer
wae Harlan, after whom Harlen County (of "Which Side Arxe You Cu?"
fame) was named. He looked over abt me then and zaid, "Ch, if I'd
Jsmown it wes yop Ifd've saved that guestion.” Vhen it Riznlly
developed, after guiite & long 1ims, thet I wae Joe Hill, Dick groasned
erd sald, "Oh, no¥ snd Pat laughed from the card tabla end shouted
"fou've bean hed, Dick!" at him. Letbter ox I wos & famons "K': Mickey
Katz of Borscht Capades fame. Bui that weso®t as mueh fun.

Same nonwefan frieuds of Felice's showed vp rnd we trind
axplaining fLardom and fanzines to them. However, wo were siallald
cur on the latier point when it developed that the uvuly exomples of
Fepzines sround the honase were Rhodomagnetia Digeat, Bimel {Alva




Rogers® OMPAzine), and Wobbly. MHaxdly whot one would call a rew-
presentative selection, bul firding faazines at the Clinton manse
appears to be like finding a pariicular paperback book in a lasrge
bookstore.

All good things must drag along to an end, end after a while
the hour grew late ard people started hesading back to Berkeley. Alex
drove Norm home in the Vauxhall and I went back with the Kmight/Demmon
entourage in Jerry's new Volliswagon conwvertible, which is a terriie
automobile.

And the next day Alex and I left Berkeley and went back to
Los Angeles. And thet was my Nomvention. How was your conveation?

=0C0w-

As Wrai would say, this 48 a "gafiated type” issue., I'm
gtill interested in SAPS, but I have just sotten intc PAPA and am
vorking towards an extravagent first igsue there, ané lately Iive
beern even busier, if pozsible, than before. Durivg the sunmer
there wae work, combined with delightful excursions like the one
I've just tried to describe i¢ asome extendt, snd now that it drags
on iutc foll, school iz once again with me,

This cemester I'm taking only fourteen wniis, as opposed +o
16 units the previcus one, Of course, two of those wniits last time
were for ROTC, +which the Regenis finally voted ocul as & university
requirement (thus saving my having to take the final zemester of
it!1), so actually my load is about the same as it was. I'm tek-
1ng eight wnits of Bnglish, my major subject, including the second
half of two survey courses (in Americen and British literature,
respectively) and a course on Shakespeere. I'm also taking
an elementnry level course in geogrephy, though not by eheiceg
it%s my finel stint of universzsity requirements, Additionslly, and
finelly, I'm teking English History, which fulfills both my hiztory
requircment and an English depariment requirement for us Eaglish
majors., 1 shall be able to recite all the kings before wvery longs
just yoa wait ard seey; gentle readexr, It's a Fun wrcegrarnme; Ilm
eajoyign it go Zar,

dryway, I imagine tnat my £APSzines will etay aboub at this
level of size for o while %o come. I% hac been obviocus 4o me thet
ibe gpirid wbieh used to produce 40 pages of lichimer stuff for
SAPS esch guarier buw been long ebseat (though veviving in the
direction of PAPA lately) and I would be kidding mysel? if I asoid
I wes o enthusiastic sbout SAPS as I was bedore. Fubture issues
of WS will probably concist lezrgely of meiling commenis or short
articles on this subject or that as saggested by the mailing. But
there's none of this in the current issuve (the one you'rereading,
if my syniax confuses you), moatly because I found next to nothing
in the lest mailing to move me to do up mailing comments,

In the meantime, I do continue tc recd the mailings, as
much of them es I can see worth ay while, and enjoy a loi of whet
is sald. TFor instance, my favourite item in the July wailing wsas
Calvin Demmen'®s article on hemdom, or "Thinlk Clean for Menbal
Hdygiene (end the three rabbits)” which wes fwray as hell, I also
enjoyed EBd Meskys® fanzine, and I thivk it's the best thing El's
ever wiitten, Reading over Lee Jacobs’ axticle on "The Iafluencs
02 Soience Fiction on Modern Americau Felk Muasie" waz nice, %00,
14 ol sourse Poi Pourri remains opne cof my favorite nogozines, de~
spite my uzcal leck of comment. So mush for mailing scommenbezy,
howevar,




At this point, that is, I'd like bo present something in the
vay of ab unschadule), unpremeditated cutgide contribution. This
vag found 1lying near an Olympia poriavle typevriter on the Pront
room table at the Clirfons on the final evening of the Nomventionn,
Permisaion to publist it was granted at +that time. -

Without further ado, then;, Lichtmaz Telent Asscciates presents:
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Let me &t this point spealt o0 you about feax.
Let me tell you sboul absolute terror.

I an afraid. I have a horrendeus fear of heights ~— of people ~=
of enewiy eyes watching =~ of anycne ’soevar leooking at we. IEven
though those eyesa may be friendly.

Penr.

It‘s not good, Meyer. When cne gets to the peint (which T have)
vhere you push the elevaior down button oand then don’t bhave the
guts wo get on == just because there is somebedy on board
besides the operator — and +bhen you excuse yourself fact like
you forgot something and go back ir the office - thet's not
gocd, Meyax,

I've done that.
I aw not =zene, Meyer,

I work on the fouritgemth floor of City H=ll, Also net good.
There is an open air shaft overlooking sixieen storiec of
emptiness., I was gecd dam vorried, until ome dey I found they'd
put up a chain link ferce over the jumping-orff place.

My mind is pet well,

iAs most of you are probably aware, I have s littie black
kitten (half Sierese, so bat ears) name of Joosky vwho purre wvexry
loudly end is occasionally ill-pannered., However, I must arnounce
as a mebter of course that Joesky has been very considerate ond
weil-behaved during the publicetion of this issue. That is, during
most of the work of creation — writing aad printing, and other
aettenlant chores, sueh as putting artowkr to master
-= he hes jumped into the wastebasket ard staved
there, glarivng out at me.

This to me is & very reassuring trait on Lis
=art, I mean, how many of you would jump into the
wvostebasket to svoid getting in the way oZ one of
7o . fellov workers?

-~s Bob Licktnex
Sontenhar 1962
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*rou msun 3ob remeumbered be pud eside the
lgtotors of comment thia timae?7i"
"Thatts shout it," -

Your remerks atout the stecdy disappearance of Eaglend xumind
me cf the amazxing fact that Los Angeles is moving towerds San Mren-
cigco at the rate of 2 inches per ysar, Jue to slippage along the
Sar. Andreas fault, I doubt that this cozcept particularly pleasmes
eithoexr city!

The 50-Minute Childrenie Hecur wus enjoyed, but the bit with
Ted’'s mothex didn’t quite coze off, Perhaps because ITve only met
usr once, aud she ssemed quite aiece (though not lsveabla), then,
({Iive only met Ted’s mother once and got the samz improssion. And
this nmischaracterizution of her rains the story for ms.3)

Your questicn to Ted about IQ tests conld r-sult in a loong
sssay on the subject, but I'11 try tc eut it very short., With most
IQ0 tests3, the svexage person ceases to improve kip asore past age 16
or 80, Tims; IQ being defined as the ratio of your score tc the
average score s persons your age; the depomiualor of the fraction
ranains songtant snd your If) would Zluciuate all over the plaze if
yvoa change & little, Therefere most IQ tests don't mear mueh past
that age. Especially since 1ois of highly intelligent people con-
tinve to grow mentally long past this spe; and henco womld euntinue
te reise their YQ «= o ridiculous idee; since 1Q is supposed 1o be a
constant throughout your life. {({Not the¢ information I bave at all;
it's able to Tlustuaie quite considerably, though in theory (aceord-
ing to my referances) it should stay at about the same level.3) How-
ever some LQ testez, sach as tha Cattell 3 used by Meusa, are
deliberatsly desipned to be used only by wery brilliant poople ~=-
pesple who continve to grow menitally after age 16, Thus the "aver-
age” seoxrs doms continue to go up, and hence the I) deos mean some-




thing. But ‘bo bxry to compare IC scorew from this sort of test with
IQ scoree from the more usual tesis if swlmosh mesniangicse. 'n
fact, IQ scores as such are almosi mesningless anyhow. ({Amenil)

I recommend a textbook called "Psychological Testiag" bty Anagiesi,
which goes into this in some detall — explaining how varioue sorts
of tests (inecluding IQ teats) are set up, and what they mean,

Amen to ycur comments on Coveniry. I couldn't have said it
80 well, but It's what I've been thinking,

Aa 2or uwized drinks, I refvse oven to allow en ice oube into
my ligzor, My favorite pariy beverage is o small glass of straight
whigkey or brandy, on which I sip slowly all evening. I dislike
browing drunk (and only do so thiough miscalculation usually) be-
cause I don'{ like to lose control sf my body. I seam 4o become
peither moudlin nor happy, but merely become very cauvticas in body
roveuments, enunciate vesy wvery clearly, repeat things over and over
egain a3 if 1 dido't expect anycne to understand the simplest
poirts, cund ofien feel quite unbhappy wt nmy own lack of bodily cone
trel,

If you reclly liks good zalad dressing, I recommend a litile
place in Pasefone called Le Peyou. It's om Lake Street, just sounth
o2 Coloradec Ly about s bleock end & hoif, Tha MTA bHua {"Vie Oak
Enoll," nct "Short Line") will deposit you right on the corner of
Colorado and Lals for m nera 45¢ (unless they've raised it agein)
from the LA MTA depot. The sieak dicnars are good but not Great,
the atmosphere is dim and swolsy sand romantic, but the salad and
salad dressing are out of this world, Be sure {0 ask for the
pepper grinder and get fresh ground Bleck Fepper put on top of
your salad. Of course, one hasg to ke pomevhat of & aeled dresging
fan to splurge $5 on a steak dimner just th gat the saladl I used
to de thie about once every two months when the routine of sechool
food got unbearable and T fell the need %o brast mysali o a night
out

I dug Crane's poems very much. IHope you print some more.
Thiy crogg=fertilization between njay fandom and fon—fandom seoms
to Le producing sore oxciting and interesting results.

"“The Fifty-Minute Chlldarca’s Hour" aseemed to me to lack auy
narrative polat aad plet. Sure, it was to point out how Coventxry
is just & kiddy gnme, bubt you put it better and with less malice
in your mafs,

The ides of & "weshdsy" in lerkeley croggled me, aithough
I dug it. Tonight I asked Terry sbou’ it and he told n couple of
stories about theb scens., Damn, sgounds great. Too bad welre all
sc spread oub arounc. hera,

Your mention of the fact that you seldom read the papexs
ané hardly avexr lmow what's happening struck a resvonsive chord in
me, When I lived with my parents; I used tc read the two IC peopers
(moptly for < o comics whon T was younger, end ‘then sometimes for
the front page, the f£irst page of the sucond section (local news),
and editorial page). Also, every night during diarer Dad would tune
in a favorite vadio aewscast (and vwhat ever happened to the era of

good madic news iﬂ@ﬂhﬁ.ﬂiﬂs like Earl Godwin?) for Zifteen min-
ubes (for that uabtter, whatever happened wo the fifteen minmte new
broadeast?) {£LYt's still around oub here cn a number of gtationa,

particvier XFI.)) (and, Jook Ammgironp, Tennsgsee Jed, Copb. Mid-
nighit, Hop Harrigazn, and gll that press old gueg? Geese, radio
w3ed o ke great. Even Poeifice Nudio can never replace the bye



gone glories). So I just naturally kept up with the nsws,

Vher I moved to Beliimoxre; it waeg very disozrisunling., The
Beito papers,; despite Ted Pauls, were and are gewdewi™lly crulddy,
end anywey I woesn’t in the habit of having my peper rot dslivered
40 my doorstep. (Some Day When i‘m Richo...l’m going to subscribe
to the 0C Post aad Star by mail. Damn, thoss were gocd papers.)

At that time, Nasser was ceusing all sorts of trouble, and afiex
hearing it discussed; I realised thal a war couldstartv ead Itd be
so cut of? from the news tha®t I wouldn’'t know,

So this is bad? I dunno, but it did ehake me up to realize
how oult of touech I%d gotten. These days I scan the papers irxregul-
arly, usually buying the Post if anyithing because I like the edit-
orisl ssctieon, but usually pgestting only the weeliend editien with the
extra features, color comics, etec. I still dig newspaper comics,

1 cen often pick up & paper while riding the subweys; people
gonetines leave their rapers behind them:. For some reason I bellk
at 5¢ or 10¢ for something aa impermansant a3 a newspapoer.

But for the mest part I still only glance cover headlines
ot pavers cn a newsstapd., That way I get &l) tbe ipporipnt stuf?,
like Scott Carpenter; Liz Taylor & Riechard Burtcon, the birth
deforning drug, wnd Marilym Monree's sukide, I mean,; what else
is there, reallv?

1 like mixed drinits, One of my favorites iz the screw-
driver: crange juice and vedkna, It's cheap and testy. A Nuelesar
Fizz is aleo Okay. Bub if I'm geing 1o drink 8 geod whigley I want
it siraight (perbaps chilled, though this iz hard to get), with a
chager. I e the taste of diluted hard liquoxr, whethar direetly

as in scote waber, or indirectly, as with melied ics cubes
from —~sn=the~rocks,
It%s nodt that kard %o predice the iz of the I0 of ithe offl~

spring of a given set of paretns., I mean, whe odde nrg a smars
paeizr of parents will liave o smar® kid, and vice~verse, 1 imagirs
this haz ail been pretty well worked cut by mow., Figuring in
probeble envirooment, you might be able te come damnad cless on 99
oul, of 100 cases, There will sliays be some exceptions, but the
more axblrems they are, the rawvax they are.

For years 1 thouzht Chinese focd consisted of Chow Mein and
Chop Suay. Then I discovered ;  Chinese focd & yenr or two ago,
and I 8till worder why anyone would order Chow Mein. I mean, surse.
you wanied somnething eesy to fix. But I imagine inquiry wouldive
turned up something equally fast $¢ 2ix and probably o lot hettor
tasting. (I remember my delight im discoveriag Chinese Tomabc &
Beef; and other non-typical delighis.} (£Well, yes, bud I wasu's
ir thie mood for looking over the meau a long time, ¢idher. Om %he
otlier hand, whenever I can get it, I muclk profer Japanecse food io
Chinssa. There's a fine Japanese section of Los Angeles, up nsar
City Hall, where you can get scme really Pfine Japanesc food.<)

Covers nics, but the ATom secomg on clome inapection o bit
sloppy for him. ({Yes, I should have inked it in a »i% botter than
Art had done before giving it to my printer (hi, Don).}}

!

With the help o your letter snd my brother’s expienations
(he got them from Jirx) I could intalligently (?7) rercod both of
your stories and your arfument against Coventry (if it's not ine
portent, why do you capitalise 1t?7). Ahora yo comprendo! Ilve
got to hand it ‘Yo you -~ you did a terrific jobh of getbing yvour
point across in these two "children's” stories.

o regerds to your argunent agoinst woard-xecognitiom, I




don®t think you can really say that jou vecad bevilex then you
ther o8 a result of teaching methods. There ave Hoo meny veria!
invelved., I4 could very well be that you would Le the hebier
reader regardless., (&¥Why, I think you may be rightld) If yeu
had stetistics (for instance: comparisor of reading averages bLew
tvean grades or sckools) you could back up your argunent.

All the above is merely my argmmentative persopality nsserd-
ing iteelf -- I take the opposite side of everything just for +the
heck of it. (4Well, then, it's up to you to prove your point, for
I cm too lazy to dig up those siatistics.¢) If you wili nctice,

I 50id abaoludely mnothing about whether or not I agres with word-
reecognition, mainly because I don't remember how I was teught {o
read, and have ncver Thought enough about it $o present an copinien.
One ides, thovgh == could it be that word recogaition, while all
ing dowr on spelling arnd pronuzcisticn. enccurages betier conire-
hensiovz? There must
be scme roason why
they are using ihet
system. [{As & matic
of faet, the notion
of batter ecomprehon:
gicn remuliing from
the word-recogniiio:
Carl metbod is preciscly
et \ what the educatoxs
EATS ; who back -vhis sygten
3 > elaim e fvg big
" advantage over phovic
o > Padliics
"Look, " they say, "see
thet kid picking np
new worde a% the drop
of an ayebrack. Tou
can't do it that
Zast by your fusty
vhonics, can you?"
Vell, nmaybe you can't,
but thipg argument
atrikes me as being somevhet besile the point, My own view g thoi
a combianslior of these two systexns would Le Lest., Preferebly the
phonie method should precede the recogrition meshed; so that one
can pronounce the worde idexuified; righi off the bat, instead of
Loving to piek up pronunciation wnew with eech wcrdo%ﬁ

This, children, iz a FAPA Dragon taunting
a SAPS Knight, Lxe yoyu one?

The Fifty=ifinutbe Children’s Hour gives tbe impresgion of 2
message which you may not have intendod it to convey: Ghat Coverntr
cas endured and flouvished because 1% became & 3ymbol of youbhiz
rebellion against pundane paverts. As I thinlk Ilwve told you bie
fore, I have felt no desire to get inte the Covealry psstime. Butb
I can’t see that its unususl neture ig essentislly any Aifferent
or worse then the litlle worlds that ective nmembers of tle Elks
burild around vhoeuwselves, dressing up for cerenmcnials and politick.
ing 2everishly 1o gein alection bto titles or appoinitment to cou-
nittees. Thers is one poasible benefit of Covenvury that you Lave
an't eited ond in faect I don’t -think any active participouts have
pointed iu sut: if T undershond it coxrectly, it couvld provids
sope useful practice in the art of hendling peorle snd petiing coels
ova way. I gsezxume that the Pelz and ilarnees sletements of UL




are Pought and hisbory i created ars cecourate. If ss, Covonuuy
coulé help to prepare one for +the real world ir nuch the same none-
ner that cless officee and studend council activity help to ged
promising young nen and women reudy 1o he leaders im the nolitica
end business vworid. (4Somehow, I sexiously doubt that, Horry.+,

Maybe every fau who reaily cares should write s brieid asxbicie
about his gripes corcerning careless writin;., Then an  anthology
of these compleints could be publizhed and used by fans ir general
as o mesns of improviang style and gramrer. I don't mind careless-
nage in letters of comment or in fanmines that are deliberately
produnced es casual, spur~cfethe~momént ithings. But I ilike 4o eee
more Zormal writing done with some care as to how thiugs
ace suid. One bed hiabit thet sowe otherwine litexrate faxs con-
troet is thet of rTunning sentencss together in s permisggable bui
annoying wayi bthey use & senmi=colen to turn into one sentence what
should reslly be bwo sedtencss, like this ocme. I had a terribls
time breaking mysslf of this habit vhen I Lically ncticed how fra-
quently I was deing it. DMarioa Bradley fell intc the same ruid
for & long tin2. Skhe goems ta be oudt of it now, and Y rust o~
menber to asgk her if sLs get scolded by someore or canght on by
herself, as I did, (£I find nothing wrong with gtringiung twvo
sontences togeher with a semi~colon, i it's done righis; vhere
the thoughts in ecch ig related, as heie, it's perfectly pormis-
schle, though of course it shouldn't be overused., Also, il bhoth
halPs sare quite long, it is nct very wise to Xeep it ap one senw
tence, for vou tend to lose your reader.s)

Ve scen to be equally intereated in newspapers. I must look
therough the locel papers on workimp days, so that I kuow what locsal
news hes alresdy appeared in print and what stories may require
further investigation, Bubt I never do much morz than siim ove:r
the first paragraph or two, and I never ray atberiion to national
or internationel unewez unless itls of scarsheod proportiocas. I didat
even krow about the labtest Russier space 2xpleit (4he meanz the
two men in separate ssceeshipe, heresy) uvntil o couple of hours agse,
vhen I lhelped in e preof-reeling emergency snd found & story about
Aperisarn reacbtions., I supposs 1811 have to waich the lezxd news-
cast o television before I go te brd;, just in casa theyire still
up there cr have nade some swnsational dizcoveries,

Yen't worry asout your reputaliion es 2 nenwtalker. Sons
peoule nre like that and thevy get along just fine, omece theixr
friends vecognise their hahits and stop assuming that thoy are of~-
7ended or sulking ox sick, I'm probebly in-between the extiremes.
lowever, 1 £ind a gpesisl pzoklem when I get awony fang, that of
regearing ny conversabtion for the broedminded pecslie around me, In
lngerstown there aren't maay persons to vhon I dalk freely: I
would hurt their feelirgs badly or atart sudless crguments or bew
come involved in aticky situstions ss my rore libaval beliefz got
exaggerated inte real radienliasm, Arcund fans, I vsually need Hvo
or thxee hours to make the txansition, even when they're fauns I've
net frequently in the past. ZElla Parker is the only fen I can re~-
call who got me out of the self-censorship singe alrost insbtantly,

I laughod and lsughed at the tbought 238 you weriying about
the danger +thet you'd have %o lug awvay fifteen carions or mere
if you moved, If you ever get East, I mvust Lalte you on a conducted
tour of bthig house, Fifieen cerions wouldn't make a perceptibla
éent or some rooms in it, not counting the wajor items of furpe
iture. 47 ve, but youlwe heen arouad lospsr thoa me, and, I guge
peet, hove nere of a peskrae tendeney, fad vhe mly fureitors I
own, 30 ¥ gpear, iz 8 bod.o)




Tt'a good bo imov Hhat you plun to conceniraie considexolly
oR FAEA vhen you get in. Somodimes I tiiniz the best wey 4o solve
that orgenisation’s waitivg ligt problsm weuld be by aduplionm of sn
aneidment to the constitution; liniting memberskip 4 fons wvhoe do
not bold mamberghip irn emy other eyjay group. It would pyevent
fans frem Imocking themselves out tuying to rive thelr 11 for dwo
or moye apad aud it would cut tha attrition that SAPS aud RNIPA are
suffering fro:: the prestige synbol that FAPA hes bheeconmes. At a
gress, I'd sny that two-thirds of the current FAPA membexrship would
@ither gualify immediately for the new reguladion or would not
hesitate tc dump any other ayjey organizations., It probably would-
't be hord $o £ill up the rest of tlhe roster from waiting listers
Mo are interesied moinly ir FAPA. (£Boy, do I doubt this plan
would work wexy well, even if PAPA &id pass it. Desider, I don't

really nokice suy zajor deegy in ths other ayjay groups beczuse of
FAPA's a%etus symbolism. It is irue thad ar oceasionel SAPS or
OMFA mecber, more wsually dhe fcerumer, as OMFA Lhelds its mers ded.
iccted, amexiously interesied members praity well, will drop his
other nmn cpon entering FAPA, bul this is less likely to happen
than the svontuality of a fan spraading himsell s bit ithinner on
entrasce to FAPA. I don't intend to Jrop OMPA orx 54P5 just yetey)
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YGathexr ye rogebuds while ye may," said Leibecher
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Lady, lady, Thraeian £illy,
Way sc faaxfcl, aneighiey shrilly

Wher: vou’re mocking with your eyee?
Though ia love ITd feign be 1dle,
Tes on you ['d ploce my bridls,

iwound the circus curb ny prize.
Frolicking, on love a lunchwer,
Tex heve siever had a puncher

Who ecoula dame yuu anywise.

Daar, if vour syed were deep; Jeep dlue
1%d 1like them more %ham eyas of hromm,
0f ¢ccrse. the oneg you haovw mght do,
But if your eyes werg dsep, deep blua
4nd quite elike, in size aud hue,
They'C go superbly with your gowm,

Se, if your eyes weve deep, dsep bHlue
1'd like thon more thap eyes of brown,

(Reprintel, respoebively, from MASIXA #12 and #14. 1944 avd 1943)
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